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Is that why your British East Indian company had 
Kom oloyeuenimpeele)aCcamenevecmsealeut-vameclcueer-lelectas wile 


literally begged from Virji Vora. 


Virji Vora was just a merchant. He wasn't a king. 


And he was richer than your Queen Elizabeth I. 


There were scores of such merchants 1n just Surat. 


The English depended on Virji Vora for their 


financial survival. 


He used to give them loans of 100,000 whenever 


they were facing an economic crisis. 


EIC letters admit that their factories were kept alive 


only by his loans 


That was their real Aukat before they conquered 


|batebes) 


English complained, high rates of interest ranging between | per cent and 1% per 
cent per month, but they had to pay them for “the town is very empty of moneys; 
Virji Vora is the only master of it” and “none but Virji Vora had money to lend or 
will lend”! Indeed, on quite a few occasions, it was Vora alone on whom the 
English could depend for financial survival. Thus, on January 27, 1642, Swally 
wrote to London: “In these necessitous and calamitous times, your greatest credi- 


tor Virji Vora, whose indeed requiry of his monies brought first your credit in 
question in Surat... .undertook our relief” by offering a loan of Rs. 100,000 pay- 
able in Ahmadabad which enabled provision of a lading for the Londen, Similarly 
in 1650 Vora offered Merry, President at Surat, Rs. 100,000 whenever needed and 
in 1647 the English investment in Persia was kept alive only with monies borrowed 
from Vora.'® 





Infact, in the 17th century, the British built many of 
their early roads, buildings, passageways and 
markets in London from loans given to them by 


Indian merchants 
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